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The Merida Factory is a unique project that seeks to provide a space for a wide range of
activities, including skateboarding, urban art, music, and dance. The project was developed by
Segas Cano architects and is in Merida, Spain. This essay will discuss the design and structural

aspects of the Merida Factory, focusing on the architecture, structure, and functions.

The design of the Merida Factory is characterized by a large canopy that covers the
entire site. The canopy comprises a series of oval-shaped volumes treated as isolated modules,
allowing independent access. This design allows for flexibility in the use of the space and the
ability to accommodate different activities simultaneously. The canopy also serves as a
protective covering, shielding the users from rain and sun while they participate in the activities
below. This is achieved through a large thermal covering that is a meter thick, which helps

control the climate within the activity areas.

The structural aspect of the Merida Factory is centered around the prominent canopy.
The canopy is supported by a system of slender steel columns strategically placed to provide
maximum coverage. The columns are placed in a way that allows for open and unobstructed

views, creating a sense of connection between the different activity areas.

The structure of the Merida Factory also includes a series of ramps and slopes
specifically designed for skateboarding. These structures are made from concrete and are
integrated into the site's topography, creating a seamless connection between the different
activity areas. The use of concrete in the design of these structures is deliberate, as it is a
material that is both durable and low maintenance, making it ideal for a high-traffic space like

the Merida Factory.

In addition to the ramps and slopes, the Merida Factory also includes a concert area
located at the center of the site. This area is designed to accommodate large crowds and has a
state-of-the-art sound system. The concert area is also modular, allowing for different
configurations depending on the type of event. The modular design of the concert area is
consistent with the overall design of the Merida Factory, which is intended to be flexible and

adaptable to different uses.

The Merida Factory also incorporates several other features to enhance the user

experience. For example, the site is equipped with broadband internet, which allows for the use



of digital media in activities such as modding, tuning, and modeling. The site also includes areas
for graffiti and urban art, as well as street theatre, tightrope walking, and circus activities. These
features are intended to create a vibrant and dynamic space that can accommodate various

creative activities.

In conclusion, the Merida Factory is a unique project demonstrating the potential of
architecture to create flexible, adaptable spaces and accommodate a wide range of activities.
The project's design and structural aspects, including the large canopy, the steel columns, the
concrete ramps and slopes, and the modular concert area, are all aimed at creating a space
that is responsive to the needs of its users. Incorporating broadband internet, urban art, street
theatre, and other features enhance the user experience and makes the Merida Factory a

genuinely unique and innovative project.
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information from the articles. Focus on the architecture, structure, and functions.”
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Essay 1:

The Merida Factory is a unique project that seeks to provide a space for a wide range of
activities, including skateboarding, urban art, music, and dance, among others. The project was
developed by architects from the firm Estudio Atemporal and is located in Merida, Mexico. This
essay will discuss the design and structural aspects of the Merida Factory, focusing on the
architecture, structure, and functions.




The design of the Merida Factory is characterized by a large canopy that covers the
entire site. The canopy is made up of a series of oval-shaped volumes that are treated as
isolated modules, allowing independent access. This design allows for flexibility in the use of the
space and the ability to accommodate different activities simultaneously. The canopy also
serves as a protective covering, shielding the users from rain and sun while they participate in
activities below. This is achieved through a large thermal covering that is a meter thick, which
helps control the climate within the activity areas.

The structural aspect of the Merida Factory is centered around the large canopy. The
canopy is supported by a system of slender steel columns that are strategically placed to
provide maximum coverage. The columns are placed in a way that allows for open and
unobstructed views, creating a sense of connection between the different activity areas. The
steel columns are also designed to be modular, which allows for easy assembly and
disassembly. This feature is particularly useful for events that require different configurations of

the space.

The structure of the Merida Factory also includes a series of ramps and slopes that are
specifically designed for skateboarding. These structures are made from concrete and are
integrated into the site's topography, creating a seamless connection between the different
activity areas. The use of concrete in the design of these structures is deliberate, as it is a
material that is both durable and low maintenance, making it ideal for a high-traffic space like
the Merida Factory.

In addition to the ramps and slopes, the Merida Factory also includes a concert area,
which is located at the center of the site. This area is designed to accommodate large crowds
and is equipped with a state-of-the-art sound system. The concert area is also modular, allowing
for different configurations depending on the type of event. The modular design of the concert
area is consistent with the overall design of the Merida Factory, which is intended to be flexible
and adaptable to different uses.

The Merida Factory also incorporates several other features that are designed to
enhance the user experience. For example, the site is equipped with broadband internet, which
allows for the use of digital media in activities such as modding, tuning, and modeling. The site
also includes areas for graffiti and urban art, as well as street theatre, tightrope walking, and
circus activities. These features are intended to create a vibrant and dynamic space that can
accommodate a wide range of creative activities.

In conclusion, the Merida Factory is a unique project that demonstrates the potential of
architecture to create spaces that are flexible, adaptable, and capable of accommodating a wide
range of activities. The project's design and structural aspects, including the large canopy, the
steel columns, the concrete ramps and slopes, and the modular concert area, are all aimed at
creating a space that is responsive to the needs of its users. The incorporation of broadband
internet, urban art, street theatre, and other features also serves to enhance the user
experience and make the Merida Factory a truly unique and innovative project.

Essay 2:



The Merida Factory is a unique building designed to accommodate a wide range of
activities and provide a space for the community to gather and express themselves. The
building is designed as a large canopy that is open to the entire city and available to anyone
who would like to come. It is a flexible, modular space that can accommodate a range of
activities, from skateboarding and circus activities to electronic music and contemporary dance.

The building is designed to be a protective and translucent structure that extends like a
floating cloud over the site. The roof is a meter thick and provides protection from rain and sun
while also helping to control the climate within the activity areas. The roof is designed to be a
large thermal covering that is treated as a series of volumes with oval floor plans, allowing for
independent access to the various areas.

One of the key features of the Merida Factory is its flexibility. The building is designed to
be a modular space that can adapt to the changing needs of the community. As new people join
and new activities emerge, the building can be reconfigured to accommodate these changes.
This is achieved through the use of modular volumes that can be added, removed or
reconfigured as needed.

The modular design of the building is also reflected in the use of materials. The building
is constructed using a range of materials, including concrete, steel, and glass. These materials
are used in a way that reflects the modular nature of the building, with each material used to
create a specific part of the building.

The use of steel is particularly notable in the building's design. Steel is used to create the
building's distinctive canopy, which extends over the entire site. The steel structure is designed
to be lightweight, yet strong, and is engineered to withstand wind and rain. The steel canopy is
also designed to be visually striking, with its translucent quality allowing light to filter through and
create a sense of openness and connection with the surrounding environment.

Another key feature of the Merida Factory is its focus on sustainability. The building is
designed to be energy-efficient, with the roof serving as a thermal covering that helps to
regulate the temperature within the building. The building also incorporates a range of
sustainable technologies, including solar panels, rainwater harvesting, and passive ventilation

systems.

The building's focus on sustainability is also reflected in its use of materials. The building
incorporates a range of sustainable materials, including recycled steel and glass, and uses
locally sourced materials wherever possible. The building is also designed to be adaptable, with
the modular design allowing for the reuse of materials as the building evolves and changes over
time.

In terms of its functions, the Merida Factory is designed to be a flexible, multi-purpose
space that can accommodate a range of activities. The building is designed to be a hub for
creative expression and community engagement, with activities ranging from skateboarding and
street theatre to electronic music and contemporary dance. The building's modular design
allows for the creation of different zones within the building, each with its own distinct identity
and function.



Overall, the Merida Factory is a unique building that reflects the changing needs and
interests of the community. Its modular design, flexible materials, and sustainable technologies
allow the building to adapt and evolve over time, providing a space for creative expression and
community engagement. The building's focus on sustainability, combined with its emphasis on
flexibility and modularity, makes it a model for future community-based design and construction
projects.

Essay 3:

The Merida Factory is a unique and innovative project that combines various creative
and artistic activities in one building. Designed by architects Mauricio Rocha and Gabriela
Carrillo, the building is a large canopy that is open to the entire city and available to anyone who
would like to come. It is composed of a series of volumes with oval floor plans, which are treated
as isolated modules, allowing independent access to different activity areas. The architects
have aimed to create a space that is inclusive, sustainable and adapts to the needs of its users.

One of the most notable features of the Merida Factory is its roof. The roof is a large
thermal covering that is a meter thick and protects the youth from rain and sun while they
participate in activities below. The roof is also designed to help control the climate within the
activity areas. It is protective and translucent, extending like a floating cloud over the space. The
roof not only provides protection from the elements but also contributes to the aesthetics of the
building. It is an essential part of the building's design, as it allows the space to be used all year
round, regardless of the weather.

The oval floor plans of the different volumes of the building are arranged in a way that
allows for easy movement between activity areas. The isolated modules allow for independent
access, which creates a sense of privacy and personal space for each user. The design of the
Merida Factory promotes collaboration and interaction between users, as they can move freely
between different activities and share the space with others. This promotes a sense of
community and belonging, which is essential for the success of a project like this.

The Merida Factory is designed to be a sustainable building that respects the
environment. The architects have used locally sourced materials in the construction of the
building, which reduces the carbon footprint of the project. The building's design also
incorporates features that promote natural ventilation and lighting, reducing the need for artificial
lighting and air conditioning. The roof's translucent material allows natural light to penetrate the
space, while the open plan design promotes air flow. These sustainable features not only
reduce the building's impact on the environment but also contribute to the well-being of its
users.

The Merida Factory is a flexible and adaptable space that can be used for a variety of
creative activities. The building is designed to accommodate activities such as skateboarding,
street theatre, circus activities, dance, and urban art, among others. The architects have aimed
to create a space that is inclusive and caters to the needs of its users. As new people join, the
architects acknowledge that in the future, some activities may need to be filtered, but their goal
is that no one will have to be filtered. This shows the commitment of the architects to the
project's inclusivity and adaptability.



In conclusion, the Merida Factory is a unique and innovative project that combines
various creative and artistic activities in one building. The building's design promotes inclusivity,
sustainability, and flexibility, catering to the needs of its users. The roof, with its thermal
covering and translucent material, is an essential part of the building's design, providing
protection from the elements and contributing to the aesthetics of the space. The building's oval
floor plans, arranged in isolated modules, allow for easy movement between activity areas,
promoting collaboration and interaction between users. The architects' use of locally sourced
materials, natural ventilation, and lighting also promotes sustainability and the well-being of its
users. The Merida Factory is an excellent example of how architecture can be used to create a
space that promotes creativity, inclusivity, and sustainability.

Sources:

“The Cool Kids: Segas-Cano Designs a Recreation Center in Mérida, Spain.” Interior
Design, 16Dec. 2022, https://interiordesign.net/projects/the-cool-kids-segas-cano-
designs-a-recreation-center-in-merida-spain/.

Jett, Megan. “Merida Factory Youth Movement / Selgascano.” ArchDaily, ArchDalily, 7
July 2011, https://www.archdaily.com/148708/merida-factory-youth-movement-

selgas-cano.

McManus, David. “Merida Youth Factory, Spain: Selgascano - e-Architect.” e, 27 Dec.
2020, https://www.e-architect.com/spain/merida-youth-factory.

Location: Merida, Badajoz, Spain



https://interiordesign.net/projects/the-cool-kids-segas-cano-designs-a-recreation-center-in-merida-spain/
https://interiordesign.net/projects/the-cool-kids-segas-cano-designs-a-recreation-center-in-merida-spain/
https://www.archdaily.com/148708/merida-factory-youth-movement-selgas-cano
https://www.archdaily.com/148708/merida-factory-youth-movement-selgas-cano
https://www.e-architect.com/spain/merida-youth-factory

